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Tur Sdptahik Samachar, of the 10th October, writes that Sir Richard Sta Samacmae ~ 


Temple has done a most popular action in remitting the sentence of Baboo 
Nobin Chandra Banerji. His Honor will likewise gain similar popularity if 
he shows equal mercy to ancther person, an inhabitant of Rajshahye, who 
has also been sentenced to transportation for life, on the suspicion of the 


court that he was guilty of having murdered his wife. His guilt was, 
however, not very clearly proved. 


2. The same paper writes :—LEnglishmen in this country have expressed 
very great dissatisfaction at the recent Resolution of the Viceroy on the Fuller 
case; and the High Court of the North-Western Provinces, thinking itself 
disgraced by the resolution, has complained that Lord Lytton has most 
unjustly interfered with its independence. We, however, cannot understand 
how His Excellency has sought to deprive the Court of its freedom. He 
has simply expressed his regret that the punishment, inflicted on Mr. Fuller, 
has been very inadequate, and that the High Court (which also openly 
acknowledged the inadequacy of the punishment) should have remained 
silent, without adopting some measures or altering the sentence. However, 
our readers will be highly delighted to learn that the proceedings of Lord 
Lytton have been much approved of by the authorities in England. 


8. The same paper also writes:—Will the vagaries and despotism of 
Magistrates never come to an end? ‘The most unjust and high-handed 
proceedings of Mr. Kirkwood are still fresh in the minds of the people; yet, 
meanwhile, Mr. Haggard, the Joint-Magistrate of Serampore, has lately com- 
mitted an act of great injustice on one Baboo Paraméshwar Mukerji, a 
respectable Mukhtear attached to the court. The Baboo was not guilty of 
any offence, yet he has been most unreasonably brought to endure great 


insult and trouble by the hot-headed Magistrate. Will the Government. 


take no steps to check such proceedings ? 
4. The Sdmachdér Chandrikd, of the 12th October, writes that the 


municipal system has proved itsclf baneful to the country; and that this 1s 
chiefly owing, Ist, to the improper selection of Commissioners, who cannot 
make a proper assessment, taking into consideration the circumstances of the 
people; and 2ndly, to the inconsiderate use of the funds, 1D consequence of 
which the people do not enjoy any comforts, but rather suffer great inconveni- 
ence and trouble from the miserable condition of the streets which are never 
repaired ; for the money goes to cover nuMerous unnecessary expenses. The 
system has been introduced into the villages of Harinabhi, Rajpur, and go 
forth; but instead of doing any good there, has only served to increase 
thefts and robberies. The rates have been very injudiciously assessed on 
the inhabitants of Kodalia, a village lying in the vicinity of those first 
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mentioned. Those who can pay well have been assessed at a low rate; anda 
larger rate has been demanded from those who are able to pay but little. The 
authorities should attend to such glaring acts of wrong, and seek to remedy 
the evil as soon as possible. 


5. The same paper, of the 13th October, after expressing heart-felt 
grief on the death of Mr. Woodrow, asks the Government to confer his post 
on some well-talented man. The writer selects two individuals, viz. Dr. 
E. B. Cowell, late Principal of the Sanscrit College; and, on his refusal, 
Mr. Griffiths, the Principal of the Benares College, who is well qualified for 
the post, owing to his large experience and his thorough acquaintance with 
the Sanscrit and several other languages. 


6. In an article headed, Whether the Bengalis prefer their own coun- 
trymen as their judicial officers ? the Hducation Gazette, of the 13th October, 
writes :—A country, whose inhabitants may give full expression to their views 
concerning the administration of Government, either directly or through their 
representatives, is really independent ; but where such blessings are not 
enjoyed, it must be regarded as holding a dependent position. We have no 
means to give utterance to our views and opinions touching the affairs of 
Government, and do not therefore enjoy perfect freedom. Yet, even in 
these circumstances, there may exist some sort of national liberty, or at least 
so much ascan be enjoyed under foreign rulers. As, for instance, religious 
liberty; an equality of the conquerors and the conquered in the eye of 
law; andthe administration of justice by the natives of theland. India 
more or less enjoys the liberty of the first and second kind referred to ; 
but has hitherto been deprived of the last ; for almost all the judicial offices 
have been engrossed by foreigners, Every native, whether educated or unedu- 
cated, desires most earnestly that these offices be entrusted to the hands of 
his own countrymen. But the editor of an Anglo-Indian paper doubts the 
fact, This is strange indeed. However we can most confidentlv assure him, 
that the people are neither so mean nor so foolish as to cherish everlasting 
jealousy towards the natives of their own land. 


—%. The Moorshedabad Patrikdé, of the 13th October, writes that the 
mercy, which the Lieutenant-Governor has shown towards Baboo Nobin 
Chandra Banerji in remitting his sentence, is the best proof that His 
Honor has full sympathy with the feelings and desires of the people. 


8. In the course of an article headed, The English and the Natives, 
the Grambartad Prakashikd, of the 14th October, writes, that as India is a 
Crown colony, it should be arbitrarily ruled by its own Sovereign. What 
hopes have we then for obtaining the rights which we say are our own? It 
is an error on our part to seek to stand on the same footing with our con- 
querors. ‘They have conquered by means of arms, and have their rights to 


maintain. Who are we? Rights we have none. It is for us to serve our 
rulers most submissively; and this is what we may call our duty or right, 


All differences between ourselves and them will at once cease to exist, if we 
be but careful not to neglect those duties, namely, to fall at their feet and 
submit to them. And if we do not serve them, they will compel us to do 


so by force; so it would appear from a prospectus iately issued by the editor 
of the Huropeun. 


9. The Soma Prakdsh, of the 16th October, deeply regrets the death 
of Mr. Woodrow, the late Director of Public Instruction; and says that 
though he was not a mian of very brilliant genius, he most ably discharged 
the duties of the various offices entrusted to him, owing to his vast experience 
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and his long residence in the country. He always endeavoured to impart 
good education to every class of people, and earnestly sought their promotion. 
He was the real founder of the present system of p&thshdl4s; for Sir 
George Campbell mainly depended upon him for advice, and acted under his 


It was a peculiar virtue in him that he never did wrong to any 
body, however much his temper might be tried by their conduct. Unlike 
the frequent practice of other Englishmen in this country, he treated his 
subordinates, as friends; and owing to his generosity, sincerity, and mag- 
nanimity, he gained the affection of everybody. 


10. In the course of a very long editorial headed, How long shall we 
depend upon others? The same paper writes thus :— Within the last ten years, 
the desire for liberty in the minds of the people has continued tc gain strength. 
They now show symptoms of affection for their ancient literature, history, and 
the manners and customs of the olden times: and their love of imitating the 
English, in almost every thing, has been considerably diminished. They 
consider the ancient Aryans far superior to the foreigners, and such the 
present English race is tous. Though these assertions are somewhat exagger- 
ated, they may conduce to the real good of the country; and every lover 
of India will, doubtless, be highly delighted at finding such a change in 
the feelings of the people. But to hear how the people talk, one would 
almost imagine that they have already arrived at that stage, when there is 
no further necessity for the excellent mode of English administration. We 
ask such ren first to show that they are not dependent upon their rulers 
for the most ordinary articles of manufacture; and they might then give 
expression to the sentiment, that they no longer stand in need of the 
superior system of English administration. To rule such an extensive 
country as India is no easy matter ; and it will yet take a longer time for us 
to be perfectly acquainted with the most difficult and intricate science 
of internal administration. We have hitherto proved unable to master even 
those things which are most easily learnt. 


11. In its opening editorial, headed, Obstacles placed in the way of 
the natives obtaining superior offices in the State, the Sahachar, of the 
16th October, writes :—The enmity, which was engendered by the mutiny of 
1857, between Europeans and natives, has gradually disappeared. About twenty 
years have elapsed since that terrible event; and the enormous oppressions 
and outrages committed by both parties have been nearly forgotten. India 
has made considerable progress; and a public opinion has been formed. 
Kvery year the universities send forth men liberally educated, who earnestly 
apply their knowledge to the promotion of the welfare of their native land. 
Wherever the light of knowledge has shed its rays, the jealousy, with which 
the people of one province regarded those of another, has disappeared. 
Now all the inhabitants of India have come to understand that they are one 
nation; and that what does not bring good to the whole country is not 
bencficial to any of its parts. This impression is almost daily gaining strength ; 
and while they cherish these opinions, they cannot but endeavour to aim at 
securing higher political rights. No one desires the decline of the British 
Government ; but all, with almost one voice, declare that it has failed to keep 
pace with the progress of the times; for India is not now what it was twenty 
yearsago. The people now feel that, if England desires to retain a permanent 
footing in the Empire, it should make the natives understand that they and 


their rulers have no separate interests ; otherwise, how can it expect to retain a 


permanent possession? To say that no rights should be conferred on 


natives, and that iron despotism should ever exist, is as much as to direct 
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them to prepare for war; for what nation on the face of the earth wil] 
consent to forego the rights that nature has conferred on them. They 
may be suppressed or kept in abeyance for a while by dint of force; but 
does it lie in the power of any to extinguish them altogether? The 
people of the land have further a firm conviction that the Government 
does not desire them ever to continue deprived of their natural rights, 
Their Rulers in India and the leading Statesmen in England have 
repeatedly affirmed that, in due time, admission to the higher and more 
responsible offices of the State will be granted to the natives; only as 
the intellect of the English, in general, is naturally dull, they do not 
understand that the time has already arrived. Our rulers should, however, 
confide in us and offer us further rights and privileges. Those who say 
that natives will be unequal to the satisfactory discharge of the duties of 
the higher offices when conferred on them, are doubtless greatly mistaken. The 
Government of India should not give its ear to such vague and ungrounded 
assertions. Have well educated natives ever neglected the duties entrusted 
to them; or, have they ever proved themselves corrupt? There are many 
Englishmen in the country who do not at all desire the advancement of 
natives; and, therefore, frequently raise numerous objections against their 
promotion. Among these are many covenanted civil servants, who have a 
regard for their own interests. The Government should not listen to 
objections raised by such men. Weearnestly desire that the way for the 
admission to higher judicial offices, as well asthe army, may be set open to 
our countrymen. They should also be appointed as military officers. We 
are sure the Government will never repent of such a measure. 


12. In another editorial headed, The Medical Department, the same 
paper writes, that under the Government of Bengal there is a Surgeon-General 
who is at the head of the Medical Department. He has the sole authority 
to appoint, transfer, or to dismiss medical officers at his own pleasure. Jis 
duties are merely to receive his salary and put his signature to some papers. 


‘The actual business is conducted by his clerks. Assistant surgeons and 


native doctors regard the head-clerk as their real master; and the office of 
the Surgeon-General has become somewhat similar to a zemindary cutcherry. 
These assertions we hope to prove by the following instance :—The inhabitants 
of Baraset, in the vicinity of ‘Calcutta, a short time since, sent a memorial 
to the Lieutenant-Governor complaining against Baboo Kail4s Chandra 
Chatterji, an assistant surgeon, serving in the charity hospital there. They 
stated that they had no confidence in his efficiency, and that it might be 
better to entrust his duties to a native doctor or a compounder. We regret 
to learn that Sir Richard Temple has rejected their petition. Since there 
were many who complained against the assistant surgeon, it would have been 
better at least to institute inquiries. There is a rule by which officers may 
be transferred. But has the Surgeon-General ever asked permission to 
transfer the assistant surgeon of Baraset? People say that Ram Dass 
Baboo, his head-clerk, is the sole manager in his office, and that any one 
who can secure his friendship need fear nothing. How far this is true we 
do not know; but since this is widely reported, the Government should make 
proper inquiries. We have heard many such complaints against the Medical 
Department; and, if the Government do not seek seasonably to remove the 
evils, we shall be obliged to give them publicity. 


= a very lengthy article headed, Lord Lytton and the Administra- 
tion of India, the Sambdd Bhdskar, of the 16th October, writes :—Lhe 


Pioneer has lately written that Her Majesty the Queen Victoria, and the 
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Prince of Wales have intended to take into their own hands some part of 
the administration of India. This is certainly to us very glad tidings. The 
Prince, during his visit to India, has been enabled, through his sharp and 
penetrating intellect, to discern the miserable and most unenviable condition 
of the Native Princes and the people in general, notwithstanding the various 

obstacles by which he was surrounded on all sides. He wrote several letters 
to the Queen, in which he dwelt upon the most unmannerly and ungentle- 
manly behaviour shown to the Native Princes by the Government officials, and 

= =the very cruel oppression and injustice committed on helpless people. 
. These letters the Queen had shown to Lord Lytton and asked him to take 
| proper care to remove the evils complained of; and this injunction His 
Excellency has already most satisfactorily carried out in-his recent resolution 
on Mr. Fuller’s case. His proceedings have been highly approved of by the 
. Queen, the Secretary of State, and almost all the leading men in England. 
| The editors of the Anglo-Indian papers here are the only persons whom this 
| resolution has sorely displeased. 


(14. The editor of the Urdu Guide says, that it afforded him much V2 Guivz, 
pleasure to announce last week a Musalman meeting to be held in the °°" 
Town Hall, for adopting measures to afford relief to the sick and wounded 
in Turkey ; but he regrets to add now, that during the speech made by the 
Chairman, Abdul Latif, Khan Bahadur, on the occasion, words were used 
which brought into contempt the late Sultan Abdul Aziz, and Sultan Murdd 
Khan, as also the Turkish Government. This was distasteful to the 
Muhammadan community, who ignored the proceedings, and called another 
meeting, the business of which was carried out with great satisfaction. The 
Muhammadan community in general of Calcutta feel very much pained at 
the insult offered to the Sultan. With reference to the speech alluded to 
above, the editor quotes two sayings in Arabic—‘* He who hates the Sultan 
hates God,” and “let no mention be made of the dead except with respect.” 
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BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, JOHN ROBINSON, 
f The 21st October 1876. Government Bengali Translator. 
' list of Native Newspapers received and examined for the Week ending the 
21st October 1876. 
l 
: k 
No. Name. Place of publication. vo vor : Date. 
: ae | : 
7 1 | “Saptahik Samachar” ... | Caleutta ae ... | Weekly ... | LOth October 1876. 
2 | “ Education Gazette”’ ... | Hooghly a ... | Ditto .. | 13th — ditto. 
’ 3 | “‘ Moorshedabad Patrik&” ...| Berhampore _... .. | Ditto ... | 18th — ditto. 
4 | “ Moorshedabad Pratinidhi’’ Ditto ‘os cos 1 ete ... | 13th ditto. 
v 6 | ‘* Pratikar’’ a .. | Ditto iii soo 4 Ete ... | 13th ditto. 
5 6 | “Grambarté Prakdshika’’... | Comercolly _... se |. Ditto ocd 2a ditto. 
7 | “ Howrah Hitakari”’ ... | Bethar, Howrah ... | Ditto ... | Ldth ditto. 
e 8 | “ Sahachar” ni ... | Calcutta a | Ditto | 16th — ditto. 
9 | “Soma Prak&sh’’ ... ... | Bhowanipore _... ... | Ditto ...| 16th — ditto. 
¢ 10 | “Sambfd Bhfskar” ..» | Calcutta oe ,oo | RRO ... | 16th — ditto. 
e 11 | “Sulabha Saméchér’’ ... | Ditto ss ... | Ditto ... | 17th ditto. 
12 | “Samachar Chandrik&” ...| Ditto cae .. | Daily ... | 11th, 12th and 13th October 1876. 
J 13 | “ Sambéd Prabhakar’  ...| Ditto io ... | Ditto a ats ag age and 9th to 
ctober ‘ 
C 14 | “ Sambéd Parnachandrodaya | Ditto ae .. | Ditto ... | 14th to 19th October 1876. 
. Panag ll (in pen Ditto ren ... | Weekly ... | 14th October 1876. 
am-Jahin-numé”’ in 
* | ae .”0C UG | Ditto a ... | Ditto ..| 13th ditto. 
e ) < 
e Bengal Secretariat Press. 
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